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of the event was to encourage black girls to
take pride in their character and scholarship.
Proceeds from the debutante ball have pro-
vided scholarships to young ladies for over 40
years.

Also proceeds have been used to fund
many civic projects in the Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi community such as: donations to the
local battered women’s shelters, tutorial pro-

grams, art projects, NAACP, Meals-on-
Wheels, Techno-Color Rewind (Blair E.
Batson Children’s Hospital), Patricia A.

Segrest Memorial Sickle Cell Walk, Vicksburg
Benevolent Homecoming Club Scholarship,
donations of blankets to nursing homes and
the We Care Community Service Organization
Scholarship.

The club also provides the Clara Rhodman
Prosser Scholarship, in honor of their beloved
club member, to local high school graduates.
Many of the debutantes have gone on to pur-
sue various professional and educational
paths as teachers, lawyers, doctors, entre-
preneurs, military, etc.

The Les Soeurs Charmantes Social and
Civic Club still stands strong as one of the few
organizations still in existence today promoting
achievement and academic excellence to
young ladies ready to make their mark upon
the world.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Les Soeurs Charmantes
Social and Civic Club for its dedication to
serving others and giving back to the commu-
nity.

——————

THE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GME
SUPPORT REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.,

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to rise in support of S. 1557, the Children’s
Hospital GME Support Reauthorization Act of
2013.

As every parent knows, it's very important to
have a trusted doctor to turn to when their
child gets sick. Since its inception in 1999, the
Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Program—known as CHGME—has
helped to make sure that a doctor is there and
prepared to diagnose any symptoms our chil-
dren face.

In fact, the program has been a true suc-
cess. In the 1990s declines in pediatric train-
ing programs threatened the stability of the
pediatric workforce. CHGME helped to reverse
these dangerous declines. Even then, Con-
gress, on a bipartisan manner recognized that
if we didn’t create and fund programs that
would train doctors to treat these children,
there won’'t be anyone left to take care of
them.

That is why, the House overwhelmingly sup-
ported reauthorization of the program in the
112th and 113th Congresses, passing stand-
alone legislation in September 2011, including
the reauthorization in broader legislation in
December 2012, and approving standalone
legislation one year ago.

The legislation before us today—which has
already cleared the Senate by unanimous con-
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sent—reauthorizes the program through fiscal
year 2018 and makes two important changes
to the program.

First, S. 1557 allows the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to undertake a limited
program expansion to include children’s psy-
chiatric hospitals and other freestanding chil-
dren’s hospitals that have been ineligible to
participate in the program for technical rea-
sons.

Second, it gives the Secretary the authority
to redistribute funding set-aside for the newly-
eligible hospitals that is unused, based upon
quality measures that are consistent with resi-
dency program accreditation criteria and that
are developed in consultation with stake-
holders.

With this federal CHGME support, children’s
hospitals can play a key role in ensuring the
continued growth of our nation’s pediatric
workforce. In 2012, the program supported the
training of 6,015 resident physicians nationally.
The program will also help to enhance hos-
pitals’ research capabilities and improve hos-
pitals’ ability to provide care to vulnerable and
underserved children.

| want to thank Congressman JOE PITTS, the
Chairman of our Health Subcommittee, for
working with me on the House bill. Together
with his help and leadership, we advanced
House CHGME legislation upon convening the
113th Congress. A special thanks to Chairman
Upton and Ranking Member WAXMAN for their
support in addressing this critical program.

| also want to commend Senators CASEY
and ISAKSON for their leadership on this legis-
lation in the Senate and hard work to address
concerns raised about children’s psychiatric
hospitals and other children’s hospitals being
excluded from the program in a fair and bal-
anced way.

Mr. Speaker, this program has proven re-
sults and it is past time that we finally reau-
thorize CHGME so that we can provide cer-
tainty to hospitals, doctors and their patients.

Children in our communities are counting on
this program to train a future generation of pe-
diatricians. | urge my colleagues to vote “yes”
on S. 1557 and to send this measure to the
President.

TRIBUTE TO BILLY D. WILLIAMS
HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a loyal South Carolinian who
has dedicated his life to public service.

Billy D. Williams is turning 75 on April 18
and will be celebrating with his wife, Anita
Frazier, friends and family on April 5 at Savan-
nah Grove Church.

Mr. Williams was born in Florence, South
Carolina where he was the youngest of seven
children. He graduated from Wilson High
School and attended the Fashion Institute and
Design. He is also a graduate of the Strom
Thurmond Institute of Government.

As an African American growing up in the
deep South just as integration was beginning
to take hold, Billy made a commendable
choice to take a life of public service in order
to better the lives of his neighbors and the
communities he has known all of his life.
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In 1988, Billy was elected to the Florence
City Council, where he served for 23 years.
During that tenure, he also served as Mayor
Pro Tem. During his time as an elected offi-
cial, he served in several local, state and na-
tional capacities. He was one of the founders
of the South Carolina Black Caucus of Local
Elected Officials and served as its President
for several years. He was a board member of
the National League of Cities and the National
Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials (NBC—
LEO), and as a member of the Advisory Board
of the National League of Cities.

During his tenure on the Florence City
Council, Billy fought for and spearheaded re-
forms for better housing, improvements in
education and access to affordable, quality
health care for the citizens of Florence. His
accomplishments included the construction of
the Cambridge Apartments and Coit Village
Apartments, an affordable housing subdivision
in Williams Heights, 15 affordable houses in
North Florence and several “Habitat for Hu-
manity” houses in West Florence.

Billy also served as President of the Wilson
High School PTA and was a member of the
Wilson High School Alumni Association. He
also organized the Latch Key Kids Program of
America which is a partnership between Flor-
ence School District One and the National
League of Cities.

Billy is a member of various social and civic
organizations in South Carolina including the
NAACP, Hiram Lodge #13 Prince Hall Ma-
sons, Pee Dee Consistory and Crescent Tem-
ple. He also served as a board member of the
Pee Dee Transitional Shelter. He is currently
the Vice President of the Pee Dee Healthy
Start Board.

Most recently, Billy received the Palmetto
Award and the National Service to Youth
Award from the Boys and Girls Club of Amer-
ica for his 15 years of devoted service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Billy D. Williams
on his 75th birthday and decades of dedicated
and productive service to human kind. His
commitment to his community is exemplary,
and his contributions are incalculable. | wish
him all the best and many more years of serv-
ice.

———

APPLIED RESEARCH ASSOCIATES,
INC.

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Applied Re-
search Associates, Inc. for being honored with
the Business Recognition Award given by the
Jefferson County Economic Development Cor-
poration.

The Business Recognition Award is given to
a Jefferson County company which shows
growth in employment, sales and capital in-
vestment in the last year.

Applied Research Associates, Inc. is an
international research engineering firm that
provides technical solutions to help solve
problems of national importance. The com-
pany’s philosophy incorporates a code of eth-
ics and standard of conduct in everything they
do.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to Ap-
plied Research Associates, Inc. for receiving
the Business Recognition Award from the Jef-
ferson County Economic Development Cor-
poration. | thank you for your commitment to
our nation and the Jefferson County commu-
nity.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAY
HUTCHISON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize Ray
Hutchison, the husband of former U.S. Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison. Mr. Hutchison was a
dedicated public servant and power broker
who played a key role in the creation of many
of North Texas’ most important economic en-
gines.

After serving in the Navy, Mr. Hutchison at-
tended Southern Methodist University on the
G.l. bill and graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in 1957 and with a law degree in 1959.
Mr. Hutchison, a lifelong active civil servant
was elected to the Texas House Legislature in
1972. | consider it a privilege to have served
in the Texas House Legislature with Mr.
Hutchison from 1973 to 1977. It was in the
State legislature where he and Mrs. Hutchison
first met and began their 36 years of marriage.
In 1976 Mr. Hutchison was elected as chair-
man of the Texas Republican Party and
stepped down the following year in an unsuc-
cessful run for governor.

Mr. Hutchison was known as a genius in the
field of finance law. He served as senior coun-
sel at the Dallas law firm of Bacewell &
Giuliani where he worked as recently as this
past Thursday. Mr. Hutchison used his exper-
tise specializing in government finance to help
implement major city improvements such as
the Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport,
DART and stadiums for the Mavericks, Cow-
boys and Rangers. He was a member of the
Dallas Citizens Council, the Dallas Chamber
of Commerce, and served on the Executive
Board of the Chancellor's Council for the Uni-
versity of Texas System.

| extend my deepest condolences to the
Hutchison family during this time of grieving.
Our country has benefitted immensely from his
career in public service and his memory will
continue to inspire others. | wish to commend
Ray Hutchison and thank him for his service
to this great Nation. Through his work he has
created positive pathways many future gen-
erations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
149, 150, 151, weather issues in California
caused me to miss my flight. Therefore | did
not arrive in Washington, DC until late in the
evening. Had | been present, | would have
voted, “yes”.
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COMMENDING VIETNAM
HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend Viet Nam for its national
report on the promotion and protection of
human rights under the 2nd cycle universal
periodic review.

The report is drafted in accordance with the
guidelines of Resolution 60/251 dated 15
March 2006 of the United Nations General As-
sembly, Resolution 5/1 dated 18 June 2007 of
the Human Rights Council, and Decision 17/
119 dated 19 June 2011 of the Human Rights
Council.

The drafting of the report was carried out by
an inter-agency working group composed of
government agencies and National Assembly
committees working in the field of human
rights, including the Office of the Government,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice,
Ministry of Public Security, Government Com-
mittee for Religious Affairs (Ministry of Home
Affairs), Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social
Affairs, Ministry of Information and Commu-
nications, Ministry of Planning and Investment,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and
Training, Ministry of Construction, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment, Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development, Com-
mittee of Ethnic Minorities, People’s Supreme
Court, People’s Supreme Procuracy, National
Assembly’s Committee on Law, and the Na-
tional Assembly’s Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

In an effort to engage in international co-
operation on human rights, Viet Nam holds
annual human rights dialogues with a number
of countries and partners including the United
States, the European Union, Australia, Norway
and Switzerland. These dialogues have pro-
duced positive outcomes. They not only en-
hance the understanding and relationship be-
tween Viet Nam and its partners, but also
bring about discussions on best practices to
address human rights matters of mutual con-
cern.

On rights to freedom of expression, press
and information, Viet Nam has made signifi-
cant progress. Presently, there are 812 print
newspapers and 1,084 publications; nearly
17,000 registered journalists; one national
news agency, 67 radio and television stations;
101 TV channels and 78 broadcasting chan-
nels, 74 electronic newspapers and maga-
zines; 336 social networks and 1,174 reg-
istered e-portals (compared to 46 e-news-
papers and 287 e-portals in 2011). The Voice
of Viet Nam (VOV) Radio Station broadcasts
throughout 99.5 percent of Viet Nam’s territory
and many other countries via satellite. Today,
the VOV reaches more than 90 percent of all
households in Viet Nam.

Viet Nam law prohibits all actions harming
the life, health, property, dignity and honor of
detainees. Detainees have the right to meet
their family, access to counsel or legal aid ac-
cording to the law, access to information via
newspapers, radio and television available in
detention facilities and have the right to peti-
tion against violations of the law and detention
regulations.

Prisoners have a right to education during
their sentence and prisons strictly run edu-
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cation programs on literacy, elementary edu-
cation, vocational training, laws and politics.
Preventive healthcare and treatment for in-
mates are provided and prison health clinics
have been upgraded or improved with profes-
sionally trained staff.

Freedoms of association and assembly are
guaranteed by the Constitution (Article 69) and
are legally protected in laws and by-law docu-
ments. There currently are 460 social, profes-
sional organizations whose geographic scope
of activity are nationwide or interprovincial; 20
profession-based trade unions; 36,000 asso-
ciations, federations, and social organizations
which are local and, in general, these organi-
zations have made great contributions to the
development of the country, serving as a
bridge between their members and the gov-
ernment.

Viet Nam is a multi-religious society with
many religions represented including Bud-
dhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, Cao
Dai, Hoa Hao Buddhism, Four Debts of Grati-
tude, and others. Ninety-five percent of all the
people have some form of belief. There are
about 25,000 places of worship and about 24
million followers of various faiths. The con-
sistent policy and law of Viet Nam is to re-
spect the right to freedom of religion. Yearly,
there are about 8,500 religious festivals. The
closing ceremony of the 2011 Holy Year of the
Catholic Church was attended by more than
50 bishops, 1,000 priests, 2,000 dignitaries
and nearly 500,000 believers. The 100th anni-
versary of Protestantism in Viet Nam was also
celebrated in 2011 and the many activities as-
sociated with the celebration were widely at-
tended by dignitaries and followers from Viet
Nam and throughout the world. In 2013, Viet
Nam and the Vatican conducted the fourth
round of the joint working group meeting on
the strengthening of bilateral relations and co-
operation. In 2014, the Buddhist Church of
Viet Nam will host the UN Vesak Day which
is also expected to attract thousands of fol-
lowers.

When visiting Viet Nam in my official capac-
ity as former Chairman and current Ranking
Member of the House Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, | have at-
tended different religious services in various
houses of worship and did so unannounced. |
have always found Viet Nam to be a place fa-
vorable for religious activities, and | appreciate
that Viet Nam is working to protect activities of
religious groups by law.

Much more could be said about the positive
developments in Viet Nam regarding religious
freedom, healthcare, the economy, education,
gender equality and other areas of impor-
tance. As a Viet Nam veteran, | am proud of
the progress Viet Nam is making. This is why
| have entered into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD a more accurate accounting of all Viet
Nam is doing to promote and protect human
rights so that history may counter any erro-
neous information that differs from the facts.

ZECH FRYE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Zech Frye for
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